
DEAR MEMBERS & FRIENDS
We hope you have been well since our last update. There has been a great deal of positive
movement, and we are excited to share recent developments and ways to stay engaged.

HAWTHORN AND KINBURN PROJECT

We have land! In December, the Town of Mahone Bay Council unanimously approved
entering into a conditional Agreement of Purchase and Sale with MBCLC for the portion
of the Hawthorn and Kinburn properties deemed suitable for development, subject to
environmental due diligence, at the nominal cost of $1.00. The agreement is
conditional on Council’s approval of a feasibility study presented by MBCLC that
outlines a clear plan to develop 30+ units of mixed-income, non-profit co-op housing
on the property within five years. This requirement ensures the project is both viable
and responsive to community needs.

A study conducted in December by GEMTEC Consulting Engineers and Scientists
determined that the portion of the properties intended for development is
environmentally suitable. A forthcoming supplemental study will help determine the
property boundary required for severance.

In February, we applied to the Nova Scotia Community Housing Growth Fund for
$50,000 to hire Solterre Design to conduct a Phase 1 Site Strategy and Built Form
Study, which will serve as the basis for our feasibility study. Stay tuned!
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https://www.townofmahonebay.ca/meet-council.html
https://www.gemtec.ca/
https://centre.support/grant/nova-scotias-community-housing-growth-fund-chgf/
https://www.solterre.com/


ORGANIZATION

Get involved! MBCLC is inviting members to help strengthen the organization and
support exciting non-profit co-op housing developments—including the Hawthorn and
Kinburn Project and other emerging opportunities. Members can put their names
forward for the Board at the next Annual General Meeting (AGM) and/or join the
Opportunities Committee to help advance site-specific projects. Interested in getting
involved? Not yet a member, but want to join? Email us at mbclc@protonmail.com.

Katherine McCarron has stepped down from the board following her recent election to
the Town of Mahone Bay Council. Katherine is a founding member and has served on
the board since MBCLC’s inception. We are deeply grateful for her values-driven
leadership and wish her the very best in her new role as councillor.

We are pleased to welcome Allison Rew to the board. Allison was appointed at the
February 2026 board meeting to fill a vacancy until the next election at our AGM.

A joint funding application with Atlantic Sea Change Co-op Housing to support
partnership development work was not funded. Both organizations are taking time to
reflect on our long-term partnership vision and strategic alignment.

In July, we entered into a Development Essentials Agreement with the Co-op Housing
Federation of Canada (CHF Canada). Through a funding agreement with Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), CHF Canada provides pro bono pre-
development support to emerging housing co-ops like ours.

In September, Rosa Poirier-McKiggan joined MBCLC as a part-time coordinator. Rosa
is a passionate co-operator living in Lunenburg and is currently completing a Master’s
in Co-op Management. Her two-year position is cost-shared, dollar-for-dollar, through
the Mitacs Business Strategy Internship program.

We have applied for capacity-building funding with the Fulcher Foundation, Catherine
Donnelly Foundation, and Credit Union Atlantic. Stay tuned! 
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mailto:mbclc@protonmail.com
https://seachangecoop.ca/
https://chfcanada.coop/
https://chfcanada.coop/
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/
https://www.smu.ca/coopdegrees/index.html
https://www.smu.ca/coopdegrees/index.html
https://www.mitacs.ca/our-programs/business-strategy-internship/
https://fulcherfoundation.com/
https://catherinedonnellyfoundation.org/
https://catherinedonnellyfoundation.org/
https://www.cua.com/en/personal
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IN THE SECTOR
 

In February, we learned that CMHC’s Seed Funding program was closed due to the
federal government’s Comprehensive Expenditure Review. This program previously
provided up to $500,000 in low-interest loans and grants to support pre-development
work for affordable housing projects. MBCLC had planned to apply to this program for
pre-development activities for the Hawthorn and Kinburn Project. 

Build Canada Homes (BCH), the federal government’s new housing agency, is
currently accepting funding applications for co-op and non-profit housing projects
serving low- and middle-income households. However, no replacement pre-
development funding program has been announced yet.

In March, we met with our local Member of Parliament, Jessica Fancy, to share our
vision for community-led, non-profit co-op housing and the work underway in Mahone
Bay. We also raised concerns about the loss of Seed Funding and the need for an
equivalent tool within BCH. We were encouraged by her enthusiasm for non-profit co-
op housing and look forward to continuing the conversation.

We would like to congratulate Queen’s Neighbourhood Co-op Housing, Valley
Roots Housing Association and Upper Hammonds Plains Housing Co-op for
securing financing through the federal government’s Co-op Housing Development
Program. Together, these projects will deliver nearly 200 affordable co-op
housing units across Nova Scotia.

QUESTIONS OR FEEDBACK? 

We would love to hear from you! Email us at mbclc@protonmail.com

We live, work, learn, and grow in Mi’kma’ki, the unceded never surrendered territory of
the Mi’kmaq. This land is covered by the Peace and Friendship Treaties.

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/professionals/project-funding-and-mortgage-financing/funding-programs/all-funding-programs/seed-funding
https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/bch-mc/index-eng.html
https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/jessica-fancy(122443)
https://qnch.ca/
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/media-newsroom/news-releases/2025/federal-government-announces-first-projects-funded-new-co-operative-housing-development-program#:~:text=Done!-,Federal%20government%20announces%20first%20projects%20funded%20under%20new%20Co%2Doperative,community%20engagement%20and%20cultural%20connection.
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/media-newsroom/news-releases/2025/federal-government-announces-first-projects-funded-new-co-operative-housing-development-program#:~:text=Done!-,Federal%20government%20announces%20first%20projects%20funded%20under%20new%20Co%2Doperative,community%20engagement%20and%20cultural%20connection.
https://www.uhpclt.com/upper-hammonds-plains-housing-co-operative/
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/professionals/project-funding-and-mortgage-financing/funding-programs/all-funding-programs/co-op-housing-development-program
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/professionals/project-funding-and-mortgage-financing/funding-programs/all-funding-programs/co-op-housing-development-program
mailto:mbclc@protonmail.com
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/peace-and-friendship-treaties
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